
Programme Design & Print  Snap Mayo 094 902 8268  www.snap.ie/mayo

CLAR OIFIGIUL	
LUACH €3

CUMANN LÚTH CHLEAS GAEL 
COISTE CHONTAE MHAIGH EO

WESTPORT 
ST PATRICKS

BALLINA
STEPHENITES

SATURDAY 25TH OCTOBER 2025

CONNACHT GOLD SENIOR FOOTBALL 
CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL REPLAY

Hastings Insurance MacHale Park

           

   

   

 

 

 

    

Cumann Lúthchleas Gael 

Coiste Chontae Mhaigh Eo 

 

Saturday 18th  October 2025 

Egan Jewellers Intermediate Football Championship Final 

 

Sunday 19th October 2025 

Connacht Gold Senior Football Championship Final 

 

Hastings Insurance MacHale Park 

 

Clár Oifigiúil 

Luach €5 

 

Include Mayo crest & logos for Connacht Gold, Egan Jewellers on front page.  Photos to 
follow later. 

           

    

    

MAYO GAA 
CHARITY PARTNER



Sinne Fianna Fáil, atá faoi gheall ag Éirinn,
Buíon dár slua thar toinn do ráinig chughainn,
Faoi mhóid bheith saor Seantír ár sinsear feasta,
Ní fhágfar faoin tíorán ná faoin tráill.

Anocht a théam sa bhearna baoil,
Le gean ar Ghaeil, chun báis nó saoil,
Le gunna scréach faoi lámhach na bpiléar,
Seo libh canaig amhrán na bhfiann

AMHRÁN NA BHFIANN

A Chairde, On behalf of Mayo GAA, it is my great pleasure 
to welcome you all to Hastings Insurance MacHale Park for 
this afternoon’s 2025 Connacht Gold Mayo Senior Football 
Final Replay.

What a thrilling game both teams gave us last weekend! 
Ballina Stephenites, the defending champions, needed 
a two-point free deep in injury time to snatch a 1-15 to 
0-18 draw from the jaws of defeat against Westport St 
Patrick’s — in a final that had everything. It was truly a 
memorable encounter. Congratulations to both teams on 
an outstanding display of football. We now look forward 
with excitement to another excellent game here today in 
Hastings Insurance MacHale Park.

I want to sincerely thank all those who have worked 
tirelessly behind the scenes to prepare for today’s replay. 
In particular, I acknowledge the work of our Competitions 
Control Committee (CCC) under the chairpersonship of 
Michael Diskin, and our County Secretary, Ronan Kirrane. 
Thanks also to my colleagues on Coiste Bainistíochta, 
James Rocke, our Event Controller, and Frank Flynn, our 
Safety Officer.

To the MacHale Park Grounds Committee, led by 
Gerry Bourke, Grounds Manager Phil Heneghan, and 
Administrator Michael Cummins — thank you for your 
ongoing hard work. Sincere thanks also to our voluntary 
stewards — again under Gerry Bourke’s leadership — and 
to Sinéad McLoughlin and all our gate stewards. To every 
volunteer who contributes in any way: your commitment 
is deeply appreciated. You are the foundation of our 
organisation.

To our match officials — thank you. I would like to 
acknowledge Referee Administrator Seán MacÉil and his 

committee, along 
with all referees, 
linesmen, umpires, 
and officials who 
have served 
throughout the 
2025 season. Today, 
we congratulate 
James Regan of 
the Hollymount-
Carramore club on 
his appointment as 
referee for today’s 
replay.

I would also like to thank the local press and radio for their 
excellent and consistent coverage of our club fixtures. 
Thanks to John Walker, our Communications Officer, and all 
involved with Mayo GAA TV, who bring live coverage of our 
games to a wider audience.
We are also extremely grateful for the continued support 
of our Senior Championship sponsors, Connacht Gold. 
Your long-standing commitment to Mayo GAA is deeply 
appreciated by everyone involved.

Go n-éirí an t-ádh libh go léir inniu.

Enjoy the game, and thank you for your continued support of 
Mayo GAA

Seamus O Tuaithaigh
Cathaoirleach, Coiste Chontae Mhaigh Eo

2.20pm	 Secretaries present teamsheets 
	 to Referee		
2.33pm	 Westport St. Patricks take to the field	
2.35pm	 Ballina Stephenites take to the field	
2.50pm  	Game Officials take to the field	
2.52pm 	Give Respect Get Respect Initiative       	
2.53pm	 Toss
2.57pm	 National Anthem
		                

3.00pm 	 First Half commences
3.30pm 	Half Time. Westport St Patricks 
	 leave the field first
3.45pm 	Second Half commences
4.15pm  	Games ends
4.20pm 	Presentation of Paddy Moclair Cup 
	 to the Winning Captain.
	

2025 Mayo County Senior Football 
Championship Final Replay
Hastings Insurance MacHale Park Saturday 25th October 2025 at 3.00pm

Ballina Stephenites v Westport St Patricks
Referee: James Regan (Hollymount-Carramore)

           

   

   

 

 

 

    

Cumann Lúthchleas Gael 

Coiste Chontae Mhaigh Eo 

 

Saturday 18th  October 2025 

Egan Jewellers Intermediate Football Championship Final 

 

Sunday 19th October 2025 

Connacht Gold Senior Football Championship Final 

 

Hastings Insurance MacHale Park 

 

Clár Oifigiúil 

Luach €5 

 

Include Mayo crest & logos for Connacht Gold, Egan Jewellers on front page.  Photos to 
follow later. 

           

    

    

COVER PHOTOS Finnbar McLaughlin (Westport St Patricks)  & Sam Callinan (Ballina Stephenites) 

PHOTO CREDITS S & J Walsh and Sportstime Photography

REPLAY If today’s replay is level at the end of normal time, two 10 minute periods of extra time will be played to decide a 
winner.  If the game is still level at the end of this, a penalty competition will take place to determine a winner.
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Standby Referee: Kevin Connelly 
(Hollymount-Carramore)
Linesman: John Brennan (Claremorris)
Fourth Official: Martin Kennedy (The 
Neale)

The referee for today’s Senior Final replay 
is James Regan from the Hollymount-
Carramore club.  James has been 
refereeing for a number of years, and 
among his assignments at underage 
level were the 2016 U14 A Final.  Having 
progressed to adult level, James has been 
regularly in charge of the whistle at Mayo 

championship matches in recent years, 
including this year’s Senior quarter-final 
meeting of Crossmolina Deel Rovers and 
Belmullet, the Intermediate semi-final 
meeting of Moy Davitts and Ardnaree 
Sarsfields, and the South Mayo O’ Mara 
Cup Final between Claremorris and Mayo 
Gaels.

James took charge of last year’s Mayo 
Junior B Final between Acla CLG and 
Kilmovee Shamrocks, and today he 
referees his first Mayo Senior Final.

Meet The Referee James Regan (Hollymount-Carramore) Referee: James Regan (Hollymount-Carramore) 

 

Standby Referee: Kevin Connelly (Hollymount-Carramore) 

Linesman:  John Brennan (Claremorris) 

Fourth Official:  Martin Kennedy (The Neale) 

The referee for today’s Senior Final replay is James Regan from the Hollymount-Carramore club.  
James has been refereeing for a number of years, and among his assignments at underage level 
were the 2016 U14 A Final.  Having progressed to adult level, James has been regularly in charge of 
the whistle at Mayo championship matches in recent years, including this year’s Senior quarter-final 
meeting of Crossmolina Deel Rovers and Belmullet, the Intermediate semi-final meeting of Moy 
Davitts and Ardnaree Sarsfields, and the South Mayo O’ Mara Cup Final between Claremorris and 
Mayo Gaels. 

James took charge of last year’s Mayo Junior B Final between Acla CLG and Kilmovee Shamrocks, and 
today he referees his first Mayo Senior Final. 

Connacht Club Championship
The winners of this afternoon’s Senior Final replay will represent Mayo in the upcoming AIB Connacht Club Championship.  
They will take on North London Shamrocks, back-to-back London champions, in the quarter-final of the competition at a 
Mayo venue on the weekend of 8th/9th November.



It doesn’t happen too often in Mayo football — a senior 
championship final replay. It hadn’t happened since 2006 
before Frank Irwin seized his moment last Sunday.

But such have been the fine margins in this year’s 
competition, few were surprised when Ballina Stephenites 
and Westport couldn’t be separated after seventy minutes 
of gripping intensity last weekend.  Now, the county’s two 
senior titans go again, and you get the feeling this one 
could be something special.

The drawn game had it all.  Moments of brilliance, spells of 
dominance for both sides, and more than enough drama 
to whet the appetite for the sequel.   Westport looked to 
have one hand on the Moclair Cup when Brian McDermott 
hit a score for the ages and Killian Kilkelly nudged them 
ahead in injury-time.  But the Stephenites, showing all the 
qualities we associate with champions, refused to wilt.  
Sam Callinan’s composure and a fine equaliser from Frank 
Irwin deep into stoppage time ensured there’d be another 
chapter in this gripping story.

For manager Niall Heffernan and his seasoned Stephenites 
panel, the replay offers both an opportunity and a 
warning.  Pat Holmes, meanwhile, will be quietly pleased 
with how his side rallied when they were eight points 
down after the first quarter and watched their spiritual 
leader, Lee Keegan, limp out of the action.  That was when 
the likes of Ben Doyle and Eoghan McLaughlin, still as 
influential as ever, led by deed rather than word, throwing 

themselves into 
tackles and driving 
their team forward. 
And when they 
needed inspiration 
last weekend, they 
found enough of 
it to fight another 
day.

Replays bring a 
special kind of 
tension — one 
built on familiarity and a touch of unfinished business. 
In front of what’s expected to be a captivated crowd, the 
stakes couldn’t be higher. One team will write their name 
in the history books.  The other will wonder what might 
have been.

Either way, those of us watching from the wings are the 
real winners — because matches like this remind us why 
the championship still stirs the soul.

Mike Finnerty
Communications and Media Specialist
mikefinnertymedia@gmail.com
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Second Time Around

 

www.hastings.ie
Call us at: 0818 911 222

WE'VE GOT  YOU COVERED!

Hastings (Westport) Ltd trading as Hastings Insurance, Hastings Financial & Hastings Mortgages
 is  regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland

David Flannelly Holdings Ltd trading as Hastings Insurance, Hastings Financial & Hastings Mortgages 
 is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland

Pat Hardiman Insurances Ltd trading as Hastings Insurance & Hastings Financial  is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland
Burke Insurances Ltd trading as Hastings Insurance, Publicliability.ie & PIinsurance.ie  is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland

Hastings Insurance (Dublin) Ltd trading as Hastings Insurance is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland
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WESTPORT - CASTLEBAR - BALLINA - CLAREMORRIS - TUAM - GALWAY CITY - SLIGO - DUBLIN

Following last weekend’s Senior Final draw, 
Ballaghaderreen’s Kuba Callaghan still leads 
the way in this year’s scoring chart with a very 
impressive return of 6-35 from his four outings. 
However Evan Regan, Ballina Stephenites 
captain, with a return of 1-6 last Sunday, has 
closed the gap and now sits in second place 
with 3-34 from six games, 10 points behind 
the Ballaghaderreen sharpshooter. With the 
possibility of extra time in today’s game, it is 
still possible for Evan to claim top spot in the 
rankings.

Killian Kilkelly’s return of 0-4 moves into joint 
fourth place with Kobe McDonald, both with 
2-30, and he too could move up a place after 
today’s game, as he is 5 points behind Paul 
Towey, who sits in third place.

1 	 Kuba Callaghan Ballaghaderreen 6-35 (53)
2 	 Evan Regan Ballina Stephenites 3-34 (43)
3 	 Paul Towey Charlestown Sarsfields 1-38 (41)
4 	 Killian Kilkelly Westport St Patricks 2-30 (36)
	 Kobe McDonald Crossmolina Deel Rovers 
	 2-30 (36)

Senior Championship Top Scorer
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In last Sunday’s programme, the roll of honour for clubs, and the list of winning captains from 
1888 to 2024 was given.  Westport St Patricks, under the joint captaincy of Niall McManamon & 
Oisin McLaughlin, Mayo Senior champions in 2022, were inadvertently omitted from the roll of 
honour.  These details together with referees and final venues where known can be found on the 
Mayo GAA website, www.mayogaa.com, under the Club Hub tab.

Willie Boshell (Ballina Stephenites), captain  in 1910-1914 and 1924, and Josie Munnelly (Castlebar 
Mitchels), captain in 1946, 1948, 1951, 1952, 1954 and 1956, head this particular list, captaining 
their clubs to what was then Ward Cup success on 6 occasions each.  Jack Bourke (Ballina 
Stephenites) was a five time winning captain between 1925 and 1929.  Others to captain three 
or more championship winning teams were Andy Corcoran (Ballina Stephenites) with 4 between 
1906 and 1909, John Egan (Castlebar Mitchels) also with 4 1930 – 1932 and 1934, and 3 time 
winning captains DF (Frank Courell (Ballina Stephenites) in 1916, 1918 and 1920, Gerald Courell 
(Ballina Stephenites) in 1933, 1935 and 1940, Tommy Grier (Ballycastle) in 1936, 1938 and 1939, 
Seamie Daly (Castlebar Mitchels) in 1942, 1944 and 1945, and Rory Byrne 2015 – 2017.  A number 
of men also captained two championship winning teams.

One father and son have captained winning teams, DF (Frank) & Gerald Courell, while Tom Byrne, 
Castlebar Mitchels captain in 1950, was the grandfather of Rory Byrne, both goalkeepers for their 
club and county.  Brothers to have captained winning teams include Murt  and Ray Prendergast 
(West Mayo 1960 & Castlebar Mitchels 1969 & 1970 respectively), Tom (1989) and Noel (1994) 
Connelly (Hollymount) and Tom (1999 & 2000) and James (2002) Nallen (Crossmolina Deel Rovers).

Rory Byrne heads the list of Moclair Cup winning captains on 3, while Danny Dolan (Garrymore), 
Ton Nallen (Crossmolina Deel Rovers), Brian Ruane (Ballina Stephenites), Peadar Gardiner 
(Crossmolina Deel Rovers), Damian Coleman (Ballintubber) and David McHale (Knockmore) have 
all received the Moclair Cup on two occasions.

The traditional powers in the county, 
Ballina Stephenites and Castlebar 
Mitchels have dominated the Mayo Senior 
Championship, winning 70 of the 123 
championships, since Mitchels won the 
inaugural championship in 1888. Most 
of these wins were in the early years of 
the competition, and if we look at the 
roll of honour for the Moclair Cup, a very 
different picture emerges.

The Moclair Cup was first played for in 
1971, with Claremorris being the inaugural 
winners.  In all there have been 53 winners 
of the trophy, and it is Knockmore that 
head this particular roll of honour with 10 
wins.  Ballina Stephenites and Castlebar 
Mitchels are still prominent with 8 and 

7 wins respectively.  Garrymore and 
Crossmolina Deel Rovers on 6, Ballintubber 
on 5, Ballagherreen and Hollymount 
on 3, Charlestown Sarsfields on 2, and 
Claremorris, Shamrocks (Aghamore/
Kilmovee) and Westport St Patricks on 1 
win each complete the list.
In total 12 clubs have won the 
Moclair Cup, with Ballaghaderreen, 
Knockmore, Garrymore, Shamrocks, 
Hollymount, Ballintubber and Westport 
St Patricks winning their first Mayo 
Senior championships since 1971.  In 
contrast, just 9 clubs won Mayo Senior 
championships in the years between 1888 
and 1970, although 3 divisional teams, 
East Mayo, West Mayo and North Mayo 
were also successful.

Moclair Cup Wins

Paddy Moclair Cup 
Paddy Moclair was born in Rehins, Castlebar in 1911.  He initially came to prominence 
with Clare, representing them at Minor level, where he was working as a bank official at 
the time. On returning to Mayo, Paddy made his debut for his native county in 1930, and 
from then until he retired in 1942, he was an automatic choice for his county. He enjoyed 
a stellar career with Mayo, winning 7 National League medals, as well as 4 Railway Cup 
medals with Connacht, and in 1936, he was at full-forward as Mayo overcame Laois to 
win the Sam Maguire Cup for the first time. Paddy took over the captaincy of Mayo from 
Seamus O’ Malley in 1937, and held that position right through to the end of the 
championship in 1939.   
 
In addition to his intercounty honours, Paddy won Mayo Senior championship medals 
with both Castlebar Mitchels and Ballina Stephenites, captaining them to their 1938 
Ward Cup success.  His last club game was his 1943 County Final appearance for the 
Stephenites.  After his career in banking, Paddy moved to Ballina, where he opened a pub 
bearing his name, and which proved to be a popular meeting place for GAA fans.  He 
also had a keen interest in training greyhounds, and his biggest success came when he 
trained Western Post to win the 1948 Irish Greyhound Derby. 
 
Paddy was the Western People Hall of Fame award winner in 1972, and he was further 
honoured with a Bank of Ireland all time All-Star award in 1982. 
 
Sadly Paddy passed away in 1983 at the age of 72, in his tenth year as President of Mayo 
GAA, and he is interred in Castlebar Old Cememtary.  
 
In 1971 Paddy presented a cup to Mayo GAA to perpetuate the memory of the 1936 All-
Ireland winning team, to be presented annually to the winners of the Mayo Senior 
Football championship.  It bears the inscription “Mayo 1936 Memorial Trophy”, and the 
names of Mayo’s twenty panel members in 1936 are individually inscribed on the back of 
the cup.  Claremorris were the first winners of this fine trophy. 
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One father and son have captained winning teams, DF (Frank) & Gerald Courell, while Tom Byrne, 
Castlebar Mitchels captain in 1950, was the grandfather of Rory Byrne, both goalkeepers for their 
club and county.  Brothers to have captained winning teams include Murt  and Ray Prendergast 
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BALLINA STEPHENITES

1
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7

12

15

David Clarke 

Liam Golden

Sam Callinan 

Mike Murray

Dylan Thornton 

Evan Regan  (Capt)

Luke Jordan

Sean Regan 

Frank Irwin

Conor McStay 

Brendan Collins

Ciaran Boland 

David Tighe 

Niall Feeney 

Ciaran Treacy 

GOALS POINTS WIDES FREES

1st HALF

2nd HALF

TOTAL

Manager Niall Heffernan Assistant Manager/Selector Brian Queenan Coaches/selectors Paul Barrett, Cora Staunton,David Clarke
Performance Coach Ger Cafferkey Team Secretary Orla Heffernan Stats Conor Moore, Peter Heffernan , John McGinley, Kevin Newell 

Kit men P Egan, Simon Leonard Doctor Sean Moffatt Physio Kevin O’Mahoney S&C Clive Reilly

16 	 Eoghan Coleman 
17 	 Keith Tighe 
18 	 Ciaran Sweeney 
19 	 Barry Walsh 
20 	 Ben Thornton 
21 	 Jack Irwin 
22 	 Padraig O’Hora 
23 	 Luke Feeney 

24 	 Patrick Carr
25 	 Luke Doherty
26 	 Stephen Mullins 
27 	 James Doherty
28 	 Daniel Feeney
29 	 Matthew Leonard
30 	 Adam McAndrew 
31 	 Rory Tighe

32 	 Aodhan McCann 
33 	 Niall Treacy 
34 	 Dylan Neary
35 	 Mikey Caden
36 	 Luca Duggan 
37 	 Daniel Winters 
38 	 Darragh Ginty
39 	 Eanna Cloonan 

40 	 Diarmuid Durcan 
41 	 Oisin Farrell 
42 	 Odhran Cloonan 
43 	 Gary Holmes 
44 	 Daniel Cowan
45 	 Peter Rouse

           

   

   

 

 

 

    

WESTPORT
GOALS POINTS WIDES FREES

1st HALF

2nd HALF

TOTAL

1

2

5

8

10

13

3

6

9

11

14

4

7

12

15

Paddy O’Malley

Ben Doyle

Conal Dawson

Rory Brickenden

Luke Tunney

Lorcan Silke

Niall McManamon

Eoghan McLaughlin

Lee Keegan (Capt)

Joey Holmes

Killian Kilkelly

Brian McDermott

Finnbar McLaughlin

Brian O’Malley

Colm Moran

Management Joe Doyle, PJ Foy, Pat Holmes, Sean Sloan, Padraig Barrett, Joe Fadian  Coaches Michael McGeehin, Fergal Kelly
S & C Aaron Lohan  Logistics Paul Gannon, Darragh Grimes  Medical Dr. Mary Casey, Dawn Regan, Adam Benjamin

16	 Conor Meaney
17	 Tom Lambert
18	 Leon Askin
19	 Ray Walsh
20	 Tim Campion
21	 Ryan Askin
22	 Kevin Keane

23	 Pat Lambert
24	 Liam Shevlin
25	 Joe Grady
26	 Conor Calvey
27	 John Grady
28	 Ronan Geraghty
29	 Rian Durcan

30	 Conor McGraynor
31	 Cian Grimes
32	 Malcolm McEvilly
33	 Patrick Kerrigan
34	 Danny Brennan
35	 Jack O’Malley
36	 Darragh Hoban

37	 Oisin Moran
38	 Michael Geraghty
39	 Mark Moran
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Best of Luck to the Ballina Stephenites Team in the County 
Final from your Sponsors THANK YOU 

TO OUR SPONSORS
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The first recorded account of a match involving Westport 
appeared in the Tuam News on 29th March 1889, when 
details were given of a match involving Westport McHales 
and Kilmeena, which the Westport men won by 1-6 to 
0-0.  In the early years of the GAA, a number of different 
combinations represented the parish, among them 
Derry Croaghpatricks, Aughagower, Attyreech, Murrisk 
Sunbursts and Westport Quay.

In the early years of the 20th century some success 
came to the parish.  In 1907 final Derry Croaghpatricks 
lost to the mighty Ballina Stephenites of that period by 
the narrowest of margins 0-5 to 1-1.  On their way to 
the final Derrycroaghpatricks had overcome Castlebar, 
Cong, Ardagh, and Ballinrobe.  Aughagower won a junior 
championship in 1917, and Attyreech did the same in 
1924.  Westport contested the 1927 and 1929 senior finals 
unsuccessfully against Ballina.

The 1930s was a relatively successful decade, with county 
junior titles won in 1937 and 1940, when Belmullet and 
Balla were overcome respectively in finals.  They also 
reached an Intermediate final in 1936 where they lost out 
to Ballycastle by 0-12 to 0-6.  During this era also two of 
the clubs finest ever players Purty Kelly and Tommy Hoban 
represented Mayo and Connacht with distinction.  Indeed 
Tommy had the honour of representing Connacht in the 
Railway Cup in both hurling and football, while Purty was 
a member of Mayo’s first All Ireland senior winning team 
of 1936.

The 1940s heralded a lean period for the club, as many 
of the stalwarts of the 1930s retired from the scene.  
Murrisk did reach a junior final in 1944, where they lost 

out to Belmullet.  The lean spell 
continued throughout the 1950s, and 
the highlight of this period was the 
official opening of St Patricks GAA Park 
on 18th May, 1958, when Mayo played 
Galway in a challenge game to mark 
the occasion.  This pitch was of great 
benefit to Mayo GAA, and was the 
traditional venue for the West Mayo 
Junior finals for many years.

The 1960s saw a concentration on underage affairs, 
and a number of titles were won.  The West Mayo and 
County junior titles were won in 1970, and in 1971 the 
club reached its second Intermediate final, losing out 
to Ballaghaderreen.  Continued progress saw Westport 
win the County Senior league in 1975.  Since then the 
club have continued to be competitive in the senior and 
intermediate grades.  They reached the county senior final 
in 1991, when they went down to Hollymount by 1-6 to 
1-2, and in 2006 they took Crossmolina to a replay before 
going down in the semi-final.  At underage level too, 
Westport have remained to the fore, winning many West 
Mayo titles and county titles.

Westport won the 2009 and 2016 Intermediate 
championships, when they overcame Tuar Mhic Eadaigh 
and Kiltimagh respectively in the finals.  They followed on 
their 2016 win, by winning the Connacht and All-Ireland 
titles at Intermediate level, and since they have operated 
at Senior level, with their 2022 victory over Ballina 
Stephenites seeing them win the Moclair Cup for the first 
time.  Today they will attempt to win their second Moclair 
Cup, following last weekend’s drawn final.

The Ballina Stephenites Club was founded on the last 
Saturday of August 1886 by James Wallace Melvin. (Pen-
name Larry Doolan) who also penned the Club’s rallying 
song-”Forward to the goal of victory” The first meeting 
was held in “Barney’s Boreen” at the top of Convent Hill. 
The first President of the Club was Tom Courell with 
“Cappy” Fitzgerald as Secretary and Michael Connolly 
as Treasurer. The club is named in honour of  James 
Stephens (1825–1901).

Ballina Stephenites were affiliated to the Mayo County 
Board a short time later and played their first official 
fixture in Jones’ Field in Ardnaree against Commercials 
Junior. The Club won 13 consecutive Senior Football 
Championships from 1904 - 1916 and 2 Archbishop Croke 
Cups in 1908 and 1909 and are the most successful club in 
Mayo with 38 county senior titles.

In 1933 James Stephens Park was opened by  P. J. 
Ruttledge, Minister for Justice - (A Ballina man). Bord 
Na N’óg was founded in 1972 resulting in many juvenile 
successes since.

The Club hosted 2 G.A.A. Congress weeks in 1984 and 
1985 and “Welcome Home Week” in 1984 - the Centenary 
year of the G.A.A. The Club has produced 5 G.A.A. Football 
All-Stars in Kevin McStay, Jimmy Browne,  Liam McHale, 

Ger Cafferkey and David Clarke.

In 2005 a team captained by Brian 
Ruane defeated  Portlaoise  to win 
the Andy Merrigan cup as  All-
Ireland Senior Club Football 
Championship winners.

Rev. Fr. Gerry Courell, grandson of 
Tom Courell and son of Gerald, was the club patron until 
his passing in May 2012, maintaining a proud family 
association with the club.

Last year Ballina Stephenites retained their senior title, 
and this afternoon they will be looking to win three titles 
in succession at the second time of asking, something 
they haven’t succeeded in doing since winning six-in-a-
row between 1924 and 1929.
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Back L-R: Finnbar Mc Laughlin, Conor Meaney, Conor Calvey, John Grady, Killian Kilkelly, Kevin Keane, Niall Mc Manamon, 
Conor Mc Graynor, Joe Grady, Brian O Malley, Brian Mc Dermott, Ray Walsh, Tim Campion, Joey Holmes, Liam Shevlin, Paddy 
O Malley. Front row from L-R; Pat Lambert, Lorcan Silke, Rory Brickenden, Leon Askin, Eoghan Mc Laughlin, Lee Keegan, Ben 
Doyle, Colm Moran,  Luke Tunney, Conal Dawson, Tom Lambert, Ronan Geraghty, Ryan Askin. 

Back Row. Jack Irwin, Stephen Mullins, Ben Thornton, Frank Irwin, Sam Callinan, Luke Jordan, Luke Feeney, David Clarke, 
Mike Murray, Dylan Thornton, James Doherty, Keith Tighe, Aodhan McCann, Niall Feeney, Ciaran Sweeney, Barry Walsh.

Front Row. Adam McAndrew, Padraig O’Hora, David Tighe, Liam Golden, Sean Regan, Conor McStay, Ciaran Boland, Evan 
Regan (Captain), Luke Doherty, Ciaran Treacy, Daniel Feeney, Rory Tighe, Niall Treacy, Dylan Neary, Patrick Carr, Eoghan 
Coleman, Mathew Leonard. 

Frank Irwin kicks the equalising score last Sunday
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A great weekend of football 
showcasing the good 
quality of Mayo football. 
Two marvellous finals, great 
football great scores and a 
great atmosphere before an 
attendance more than 8,000 
spectators.

Congratulations to Kilmeena 
on winning an outstanding intermediate final, either side 
could have taken the honours and the scoreline of 0.23 
to 1.19, it tells the story this was football at its best.
Westport and Ballina live to fight another day but before 
we get to them, I would like to congratulate and say well 
done to the two referees John Glavey and Paul Lydon. 
Their performances were top class and helped in no 
small way of the top quality of football produced by the 
four teams on the day, well done men!

The question doing the rounds this week, did Westport 
let it slip or did Ballina, leading by eight points at one 
stage do likewise. It was a pulsating final, one thing 
for sure Ballina would have learned is that any lead 
against Westport is not safe. This is the second time 

Westport lads have fought back after been eight points 
behind against Breaffy. Their six forwards attack with 
pace and were a joy to watch in the second half. Add 
in the McLoughlin’s in defence along with McDermott 
& Dawson and the ever reliable Kevin Kane in the subs 
bench, they certainly are a formidable side.

Ballina too have many fine players in their side. The very 
experienced David Clarke in goal, Golden and Callinan 
in defence , the fine midfield pairing of Murray & Irwin , 
Conor McStay up front along with my man of the match 
from last Sunday Evan Regan , playing some of the 
football of his life at present, I think again its going to go 
down to the wire with the lads from Westport shading it 
by two points.

There was a minor discussion after the match whether 
extra time should have been played. I think the county 
board were correct in calling a replay. The players and 
supporters deserve another day out and if the match 
today is as good as last Sundays, then we will all be 
happy.

Wish you all the best lads,
MIck

Down memory lane with Mick Byrne…

Action from Last Sunday’s Drawn Game
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GROUND RULES & REGULATIONS
Hastings Insurance MacHale Park F23 XD90

1.	 All persons entering this ground are admitted only 
	 subject to the following Ground Regulations and to the 
	 Rules and Regulations of the Gaelic Athletic Association. 
	 Entry to the ground shall be deemed to constitute 
	 unqualified acceptance of all these Rules 
	 and Regulations.
2.	 Mayo GAA reserve the right of admission to Hastings 
	 Insurance MacHale Park.
3. 	 The instructions of Stewards must be obeyed at all times.
4. 	 All persons entering the ground agree to be searched 
	 by a member of An Garda Siochana.
5. 	 Every person entering the ground must have a ticket.
6.	 The following are not permitted:

6.1 Bringing into the ground fireworks, smoke canisters, 
bottles, glass, cans, flags, banners, poles, distress signals, 
laser pointers, and similar articles or containers, which could 
or might be used as a weapon.
6.2 Bringing of alcohol or controlled drugs into the ground.
6.3 The climbing of floodlights or pylons, stands or other 
buildings. Such behaviour constitutes trespass to property.
6.4 Excessive noise such as that from the use of radio sets, air 
horns and behaviour likely to cause confusion or nuisance of 
any kind including foul or abusive language.

6.5 Throwing of objects on to the pitch.
6.6 Entry upon the pitch, or engaging in conduct that causes or 
is likely to cause injury or harm to, or otherwise interferes with, 
disrupts, hinders or distracts a person playing in, refereeing or 
otherwise having a role in a match at this ground.
6.7 Any unauthorised contact with the boundary wall or 
fence surrounding the pitch or incursion
onto the pitch. Any such unauthorised contact or incursion 
constitutes trespass to property.
6.8 Remaining or loitering in any gangway or aisle.
6.9 Behaving in an offensive or indecent manner.

7.	 If a person commits a trespass, reasonable force may be 
	 used to prevent, restrain or terminate such trespass.
8.	 Where a person is in breach of any of these rules and 
	 regulations, or where Mayo GAA believes that a person 
	 constitutes a source of danger to others, or to the 
	 ground, such person may be refused entry or ejected 
	 from the ground, and reasonable force may be used for 
	 that purpose.
9. 	 All persons in the ground are reminded of their 
	 obligations under Section 18 (3) of the Fire Services
	 Act, 1981, to ensure that behaviour does not present a 	
	 danger from fire to anyone.

Smoking Policy
Mayo GAA now operates a No Smoking policy, including 
electronic cigarettes and nicotine vaporisers, in all parts of 
Hastings Insurance MacHale Park.

First Aid Points
1.	 Tunnel under Main Stand.
2.	 Tunnel under Tower on the MacHale Road side of ground.

Children
Supporters are reminded that children entering Hastings 
Insurance MacHale Park should at all times be under the 
supervision of a parent or guardian while they are within 
the grounds. Lost children will be brought to the tunnel in 
the Main Stand.

Safety & General Information
Supporters are asked to respect that the fact that they are 
entering and leaving Hastings Insurance MacHale Park 
through residential, business and industrial areas.

www.smythstoys.com
AVAILABLE FOR HOME DELIVERY  CONTACT YOUR LOCAL HOMELAND STORE

Homeland, keeping you 
WARM FOR L€SS 

Spend and save

GARDEN CLOTHING FUELAGRI HOME PETS DIY & HARDWARE

Shop online at www.homeland.iehomelandretailstores homelandretailstores34 homelandretailstores34

3 10 x 20kg Bags of Supertherm
3 8 x Bales of WillowWarm
3 6 x Kozyhome Hardwood Log 7kg Bags
3 5 x 1kg Kozyhome Quicklogs
3 3 x Bags of Kindling

€199
SAVE €36

X6
7kg Net 

Bags 

X3
Bags

X5
Quicklogs

X8
Bales

X10
20kg Bags

3 5 x 20kg Bags of Supertherm
3 3 x Bales of WillowWarm
3 3 x Kozyhome Hardwood Log 7kg Bags
3 5 x 1kg Kozyhome Quicklogs
3 2 x Bags of Kindling

€99
SAVE €20

FUEL 
SAVER
Bundle 1

X3
7kg Net 

Bags 

X2
Bags

X5
Quicklogs

X3
Bales

X5
20kg Bags

FUEL 
SAVER
Bundle 2



Delicious low fat milk, packed with
essential vitamins, calcium and

folic acid. The perfect way to
power up your day! 

vitamin b12

calcium folic acid

vitamin e

vitamin b2vitamin d

Proud sponsor of Mayo Club Football
Best of luck to all teams!
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